
 

Peartree Way Nursery 

Core Book Overview  
 

Explorers 
 

Autumn Term 
 

 
Book: Dear Zoo 
Author: Rod Campbell  
Skills Focus: Shows interest in everyday sounds. 
 
  

 
 
Book: Monkey and Me   
Author: Emily Gravett  
Skills Focus: Beginning to respond to repeated phrases  
 

 
Spring Term 

 
 

Book: Where’s Spot  
Author: Eric Hill 
Skills Focus: Shows interest in familiar pictures or characters by 
pointing, naming or making simple comments. 
 

 
 

 

 
Book: Oh Dear! 
Author: Rod Campbell  
Skills Focus: Copies sounds or vocalises in response. 

Summer Term 
 

 
Book: Dinosaur Roar!  
Author: Henrietta Stickland 
Skills Focus: Joins in with repeated phrases or refrains. 
 

 
.  

 
  

Book: Brown Bear, Brown Bear  
Author: Eric Carle 
Skills Focus: Joins in with repeated phrases or refrains. 
 

 

 



 

Peartree Way Nursery 

Core Book Overview  

 

Voyagers 
 

 

Autumn Term 
 

Book: Monkey Puzzle (board 
book) 
Author: Julia Donaldson  
Skills Focus: Recognises and 
names emotions through 
books. 

 
Book: Wow said the Owl  
Author: Tim Hopgood 
Skills Focus: Able to 
listen for longer periods 
of time to a story. 

 
Book: Walking 
Through the Jungle  
Author: Julie Lacome  
Skills Focus: Joins in 
making sounds with   

                         voice or instruments.  
 

 
Book: Pants  
Author: Giles 
Andreae 
Skills Focus: Hears 
and recognises 
rhymes in stories.  

 

Spring Term 
 
Book: The Train Ride  
Author: June Crebbin 
Skills Focus: Joins in with 
repeated phrases or refrains. 

 

 
Book: Ten in the Bed 
Author: Penny Dale  
Skills Focus: Joins in singing 
songs, rhymes, or action 
songs  

 

 
Book: Noisy Farm 
Author: Rod Campbell 
Skills Focus: Joins in 
making sounds with 
voice or instruments. 

 

 
Book: Jaspers Beanstalk 
Author: Nick Butterworth  
Skills Focus: Asks 
questions and makes 
comments about books. 

 

Summer Term 
 
Book: Hairy McLary from 
Donaldson Dairy  
Author: Lynley Dodd 
Skills Focus: Hears and 
recognises rhymes 
 

 
Book: The Very Busy 
Spider  
Author: Eric Carle  
Skills Focus: Able to 
listen for longer 
periods of time to a 
story. 

 
 

 
Book: Goldilocks 
and the three 
bears.  
Author: Ladybird 
Book 
Skills Focus: 
Develops play 
around favourite 
stories. 

 

 
Book: Toddle Waddle  
Author: Julia 
Donaldson  
Skills Focus: Hears 
and recognises 
rhymes 

 

 



 

Peartree Way Nursery 

Core Book Overview  
 

Adventurers  
 

Autumn Term 
 

Book: Owl Babies 
Author: Martin Whaddell 
Skills Focus: Knows many 
rhymes and has favourites 
stories. 

 
Book: Polar Bear, Polar Bear 
What do you Hear?  
Author: Eric Carle 
Skills Focus: Listens carefully 
to environmental sounds.  

 
Book: Peace at Last  
Author: Jill Murphy 
Skills Focus: Listens 
carefully to 
environmental sounds. 

 
 

 
Book: You Choose  
Author: Nick Sharratt 
Skills Focus: Joins in 
with repeated phrases 
or refrains. 

Spring Term 
 

Book: We’re Going on a 
Bear Hunt 
Author: Micheal Rosen  
Skills Focus: Develops 
play around favourite 
stories.  

 

 
Book: Each, Peach, Pear, 
Plum  
Author: Janet and Allen 
Ahlberg 
Skills Focus: Hears and 
recognises rhymes and                  

                             alliteration 

 
Book: Oi! Frog  
Author: Kes Gray 
Skills Focus: Hears 
and recognises 
rhymes and 
alliteration 

                       
Book: Jack and the 
Beanstalk   
Author: Nick Sharratt  
Skills Focus: Engages in 
extended conversations 
about stories. 

Summer Term 
 

Book: The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar 
Author: Eric Carle  
Skills Focus: Asks 
questions and makes 
comments about books. 

 

 
Book: Naughty Bus  
Author: Jan Oke  
Skills Focus: Engages in 
extended conversations 
about stories, making 
predictions.  

 
Book: Mr Gumpys 
Outing  
Author: John 
Burningham 
Skills Focus: Joins in 
with repeated 
phrases or refrains. 

 
Book: Rubys Worry 
Author: Tom Percival  
Skills Focus: Explores a 
range of emotions 
through story and 
play. 

 

 


